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ATTEMPTED MURDER AND SUICIDE 

Some excitement was caused in West Melbourne yesterday when it became known that a double tragedy had been enacted in Franklin-street west. From the facts that could be gathered, it appears about 10 days ago a young married woman named Mary Robina Saxby engaged apart- ments at a furnished house at Charlestown-buildings, No 31 Franklin-street west, kept  by an old lady named Mrs S. Blinco, and was accompanied by a child about four years of age, the offspnng of a former marriage by her husband Jonathan Saxby, who is a man about 50 years of age. Since she had been living there her husband had been frequenting the place, and appears to have had a desire to obtain possession of the child, but his wife refused to give the child up. Saxby visited the house on Wednesday last, but he found that his wife and child were not at home. He entered the place, and meeting a Mrs. Noble, who with a younger sister also occu- pies apartments in the house, carrying on business as machinists, Saxby asked Mrs. Noble to let him have the child. He was told that they had instructions not to allow the child to be taken from the house by Saxby, who thereupon drew a bowie knife, and addressing Mrs Noble in a very menacing manner, vowed that no person should stand between him and his child. He then became calmer, and left the place. Mrs. Noble gave information to the police concerning the man's conduct, but although he visited the place once or twice again there was nothing unusual in his manner, and he appeared to be on friendly terms with his wife. Shortly after 1 o'clock on Sunday afternoon he called at the house, and his wife opened the door for him. He entered into conversation with his wife, and in about a quarter of an hour afterwards a knock was heard at the front door. Mrs Noble's sister, who was in the house at the time, noticing that Mrs Saxby was engaged in reading a letter to her hus- band, did not interrupt them, and went to answer the door. She went outside on to the verandah, and Saxby, without any warn- ing, slammed the door and shut the girl out. Immediately afterwnrds she heard a scuffle in the room, Mrs Saxby at the same time screaming " Murder" and " Help." The girl at once ran for a policeman, but could not find one for about 10 minutes. On returning she found the place had been entered by some neighbours next door. As the girl was running for help she met a young man named Ferris, who lodges next door, and told him that a murder had been committed in her house. Ferris hastened home, and meeting a fellow lodger named John Kelly, he spoke to him on the matter. Kelly stated that he had just heard a woman screaming for help in Mrs Blinco's house, and on going to the front door he found it locked. He hastened round to the back, but found that door also locked, and returning again to the front of the house, he burst open the window and heard scuffling in the passage. The door leading from the room being locked, he was unable to gain an entrance to the pass- age, and he again went round to the back gate. He then met Mrs Blinco coming out of the gate in a state of excitement, and with- out any hesitation he rushed into the house and observed the man Saxby in the passage with one arm round his wife's neck, and stabbing her in the neck with a small penknife, which he held in the other hand. The woman, who was in a stooping position, was holding the child in one arm, and with the other she was endeavouring to ward off the blows inflctcd by her husband. The young man Ferris then came in, and with his assist- ance Kelly managed to wrest the knife from the man's hand, and liberated the woman, who at once went out at the back. It was then noticed that blood was streaming from a ghastly cut in the man's throat. Kelly and Ferris ques- tioned the man as to the reason for stabbing his wife, when he answered-"It's all through love. " Saxby then took a handkerchief out of his pocket, and having wound it round his throat to stop the bleed- ing he rushed out of the house to find his wife with the intention of "finishing" her, as he stated. He managed to get some yards down the street, but Kelly went after him, and brought him back. By this time two policemen had appeared upon the scene, and the man Saxby and his wife were conveyed to the Melbourne Hospital in a waggonette

Constables Healy and Loughnan, who had just previously appeared on the scene, stated that they found Saxby in the verandah of the house with his throat cut, and presenting a ghastly appearance. Having entered the house, the woman was found in the back kitchen, covered with blood, her hands being cut very much. On the way to the hospital the man Saxby handed to the constables a letter addressed to the coroner, and dated the 6th July. The police authonties declined to divulge the contents of the letter, but it is understood that it contains passages accusing his wife of im- morality both before and after their mar- ringe, and also states that he had endea- voured for some time to murder her in con- sequence of jealousy The pair have been married for about three years, but have had no children

On being admitted into the hospital, Saxby and his wife were at once attended to by Mr Richard Sides, one of the resident surgeons. It was found that the man had inflicted a deep gash in his throat under the chin, and above the organs of speech, extending from ear to ear The windpipe was partially severed, but the man was able to articulate a few incoherent sentences. The woman had sustained a gash on the back of the neck, about two inches and a half in length, reaching down to the bone, and had also received a slight cut on the throat. The wounds inflicted on Mrs Saxby are not very serious, and she will probably recover. At a late hour last night her husband was in a very critical condition, and it was con- sidered that if inflammation set in the case would be a hopeless one. During the evening Saxby inquired as to how his wife was pro- gressing, and on being told that she was very bad, he regretted that he had committed the act.
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A shocking tragedy occurred in Franklin street west shortly after 1 o'clock on Sunday afternoon, when a man named Jonathan Saxby, 60 years of age, attempted to murder his wife, Mary Robina Saxby, 22 years of ago, during a fit of jealousy, and then cut his own throat. Particulars of the occurrence aro given elsewhere.

The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848-1954) Tuesday 20 August 1878

The man Thomas Saxby, who attempted to murder his wife on Sunday afternoon, and then tried to commit suicide by cutting his own throat, still lies in a very precarious con- dition at the Melbourne Hospital. Under the careful treatment of Mr. Richard Sides resident surgeon, his case had taken a favour able turn yesterday afternoon, but at a late hour last night he suffered a relapse, and was not expected to live. The condition of his wife was much better yesterday, and in her case there is every reason to be- lieve that she will speedily recover, as the wounds she sustained at tho hands of her husband, although rather serious, are not necessarily fatal.

The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848-1954) Wednesday 28 August 1878

The woman Mary Saxby, who was severely injured by her husband on the 18th instant during a fit of jealousy, bad, under the careful treatment of Mr. Richard Sides, resi- dent surgeon, so far recovered from her in- juries yesterday that she was enabled to leave tho Melbourne Hospital. Her husband still remains in the institution, but he is in a fair way towards recovery.

The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848-1954) Tuesday 3 September 1878

The man Jonathan Saxby who attempted to murder his wife, Mary Saxby, on the 18th ult, and afterwards tried to commit suicide had so far recovered from his wounds yester- day that he was enabled to leave the Mel- bourne Hospital. During the afternoon he waa handed over to the custody of Constable Healey, who conveyed him to the city watch house, where he was charged with attempt- ing to murder his wife. Saxby was remanded by Mr G Nicholson, J P , until Thursday next

The Argus

Friday 6 September 1878

Unlawful Wounding

At the City Police Court yesterday Jonathon Saxby, an elderly man, was charged with the unlawfully wounding his wife, Mary Robina Saxby, on the 18th August.  Sir A. Read Appeared for the prisoner, who was still so weak, from the wound he inflicted on his throat in the attempt to take his own life that he was allowed to sit on a chair on the floor of the court. Inspector Montford prosecuted.

Richard Sides, resident surgeon in the Melbourne Hospital, remembered Mr.s Saxby and the prisoner being brought to the hospital on the afternoon of the 18th August. Mrs. Saxby had an incised wound on the back of the neck, about 2 inches long through the muscles and through both arteries, reaching to the bone, and laying bare a portion of the scalp. The prisoner had a wound reaching across the throat from the angle of one jaw to the other, and separating the larynx and exposing the organs of speech. The wound in Mrs Saxby’s neck was dangerous.

Mary Robina Saxby, the wife of the prisoner, said she was living with a Mrs. Noble on the 18th August. The prisoner came to the house that day between 1 and 2 o’clock.  She spoke to him at the door. He held her hand tight and backed her into the front room, where there was a young woman named Mary Mason.

She read him a letter she had written in answer to one received from him.  The prisoner said, “You intend to leave me do you?” and witness replied?” and witness replied, “Yes, I intend to look to myself. I have been in a state of poverty long enough.-You know how ill I have been, and yet you worry me. The prisoner said, “You had better say what you have to say quickly, as you have a little time to say it in.” The prisoner then made a rush at the witness and took her by the head. She screamed murder, and Mary Mason also screamed.  The prisoner still holding witness, shut the door, leaving Mary Mason outside the house, and afterward shut the bedroom door. The prisoner and witness were then alone in the house. When the prisoner first caught witness by the head, he took a table knife, ground to a point, out of his pocket. In the struggle witness got possession of the knife, and the prisoner knocked her down and tried to strangle her. She succeeded in getting up, and the prisoner knocked her down on the bed, and wounded the back of her head with a pair of scissors which he took from a sewing machine. Her face was buried in the bed and she felt the prisoner press the scissors into the back of her head. He then took a penknife from his pocked, and stabbed her on the nick with it. Witness said, “Oh, father, let me go, and I will go home with you to-nigh.” The prisoner then let her go and sat down on a chair. Witness escaped from the room, but the prisoner pursued and caught her round the throat. She called to a Mrs. Blincom, who was in the kitchen.  The prisoner fell on his knees, and cut his throat with the penknife, which he had kept in his hand all the time. Some men then came into the year, and witness escaped up the right-of-way and into the front street, but seeing the prisoner standing in the verandah, she ran back again, and locked the yard gate. For the last three years the prisoner had threatened her with a knife and revolver whenever they had words. Witness separated from husband a week after Easter by the doctor’s advise. He was agreeable to her going away.

Mary Mason, a single woman, living with her sister, Mrs. Noble, in Franklin street, remembered the prisoner coming to the house on the 18th August. He was in the front room with Mrs. Saxby. Saw Mrs. Saxby hand a letter to the prisoner. He said he could not read it, as he had not his spectacles with him. Mrs. Saxby then read the letter at the prisoners request. In answer to a knock, witness went to the front door, and while standing at the door it was  pushed to, and she was shut out of the house. Soon after she heard Mrs. Saxby scream “Murder,” and witness ran for help. The prisoner was in the habit of calling at the house to ask for his wife. On one occasion, about four weeks ago, he said to witness he meat to find his wife, and would take her life.

At this stage of the proceedings the further hearing of the charge was postponed until the next day.

The Argus
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Unlawful Wounding

The case against Jonathan Saxby, for unlawfully wounding his wife, Mary Robina Saxby on the 18th ult., with intent to do her grievous bodily harm, was proceeded with at the city Police Court yesterday, before Mr. Wilton, JV, and a bench of justices. Mr. A. Read appeared for the defendant.

Patrick Healey, constable, said that on Sunday, the 18th August, from what he was told, he went to 31 Franklin street west, in the company with Constable Loughnan. On arriving at the house, he saw the prisoner standing in the verandah, with his throat cut.  He went though the passage into the kitchen, where he found the woman Saxby sitting on a sofa, and bleeding from a wound at the back of her neck. Her hands and fingers were cut, and she also had a wound on the left jaw. A cab having been procured, the prisoner and his wife were conveyed to the Melbourne Hospital. On the way to the institution, the prisoner handed witness a letter, saying, “The house is a bad one; this will account for all.” On being searched at the hospital, a penknife was found on the prisoner, having marks of blood and hair adhering to it.  Witness then returned to the house, and found a pair of scissor lying on the table, covered with blood. The room appeared as though a struggle had taken place in it, and there were several marks of blood on the counterpane of the bed.

The following is a letter above referred to:-

“Saturday, Jul7y 6, 1878.”

--“To the Coroner of the City of Melbourne.

--I trust this may save you and many of the medical staff the trouble of finding out the state of my mind.  I wish to inform you, cool, calm, and deliberate, my work of vengeance is done.  I was married to one I loved three years ago.  She, Mary Robina Jennings (maiden name), lived a s servant with Mr-, to whom she became pregnant. He concocted a marriage with her and the groom.  The groom married her in a wrong name.  After being with him a short time he so ill-use her that she had to get a protection order against him.  She then became my housekeeper, and I married her.  Since that time I have been hunted by her own brothers an sister like a mad dog.  They twice parted us and drove her on the streets of Melbourne at last. I blame them for all her trouble. She has property coming to her, and they are trying to make her commit herself so that they can do her out of it. She is now with another, and deserted me. This, I may state, is our own compact, sworn on the Bible – the one that betrayed the other, that one should die, and the other destroy theirself. That has come to my turn so to do. This is caused through-. Murder and suicide. God curse them. Amen. Could I but see her this might be stopped, but no, I cannot. To all whom this may concern, think not for one moment I am deranged. I assure you all I am cool, calm, and collected as ever was, and I pray the Almighty God may forgive this, my rash act. Give all and every thing leave to my daughter Lizzie Saxby-J R Saxby Stoke street, Sandridge, July 6” 
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UNLAWFULLY WOUNDING.

The case against Jonathan Saxby, for un- lawfully wounding his wife, Mary Robina Saxby on the 18th inst, with intent to do her grievous bodily harm, was proceeded with at the City Police Court yesterday), before Mr Wilton, J V , and a bench of justices. Mr A Read appeared for the defendant

Patrick Healey, constable, said that on Sunday, the 18th August, from what he was told, he went to 31 Franklin-street west, in company with Constable Loughnan. On arriving at the house, he saw the prisoner standing in the verandah, with his throat cut. He went through the passage into the kitchen, where he found the woman Saxby sitting on a sofa, and bleeding from a wound at the back of her neck. Her hands and fingers were cut, and she also had a wound on the left jaw. A cab having been procured, the prisoner and his wife were conveyed to the Melbourne Hospital. On the way to the institution, the prisoner handed witness a letter, saying, "The house is a bad one; this will account for all." On being searched at the hospital, a penknife was found on the prisoner, having marks of blood and hair adhering to it. Witness then returned to the house, and found a pair of scissors lying on the table, covered with blood. The room appeared as though a struggle had taken place in it, and there were several marks of blood on the counterpane of the bed.

The following is the letter above referred to -

"Saturday,July 6, 1878

"To the Coroner of the City of Melbourne -I trust this may save you and many of the medical staff the trouble of finding out the state of my mind. I wish to inform you, cool, calm, and deliberate, my work of vengeance is done. I was married to one I loved three years ago. She, Mary Robina Jennings (maiden name), lived as servant with Mr -, to whom she became preg- nant. He concocted a marriage with her and the groom. The groom married her in a wrong name. After being with him a short time he so ill-used her that she had to get a protection order against him. She then became my housekeeper, and I married her. Since that time I have been hunted by her own brothers and sister like a mad dog. They twice parted us and drove her on the streets of Melbourne at last. I blame them for all her trouble. She has property coming to her, and they are trying to make her commit herself so that they can do her out of it. She is now with another, and deserted me. This, I may state, is our own compact, sworn on the Bible - the one that betrayed the other, that one should die, and the other destroy theirself. That has come to my turn so to do. This is caused through ----. Murder and suicide. God curse them. Amen. Could I but see her this might be stopped ; but no, I cannot. To all whom this may concern, think not for one moment I am deranged. I assure you all I am cool, calm, and collected as I ever was, and I pray the Almighty God may for- give this, my rash act. Give all and every- thing I leave to my daughter Lizzie Saxby - J R Saxby Stoke street, Sandridge, July

6"

William Terris, carter, residing at 33 Franklin Btreet, deposed that between 1 and 2 o clock on the afternoon of the 18th Auguat he was called by a joung woman, who was in the verandah of No. 31, and from what she mentioned to him, witness in company with another man named John Kelly went to tho front door of No 31 which was fastened They then went round to the back, but being unable to effect an entrance, returned to the front again and lifted up the sash of the window. Observing no one in the front room and the door of the room lead- ing into the passage being closed, they went round to the back again, and managed to get into the passage. Witness then saw the prisoner with his arm around his wife's neck, apparently trying to stab her, with a small knife which he held in his hand. With the assistance of Kelly witness sepa- rated them, and took the woman out of the passage but when she got into the yard she fell down in a fainting condition. The woman shortly afterwards revived, and she went round to the front. She was bleeding from a wound at the back of the neck

Ada Noble, widow, who was residing at No 31 Franklin street on the 18th August, stated that Mrs Saxby came to live with her on the 18th July, accom- pained by a little child. The prisoner came to the house on the evening of the 14th August, and entered a room upstairs where witness was sitting. Having been told that his wife was at a Mrs Patterson's, in Barry street, Carlton he demanded the child, who was in bed at the time. Witness replied that the child was in her charge, and she declined to give her up. He went towards the bed, and suspecting that he was going to take the child away, she endcavoured to prevent him, when the prisoner drew a knife from his pocket and said he would put it through the heart of any- one who came between him and his child. Seme weeks before that the prisoner entered the room, and referring to his wife, he pulled out a large bowie knife, and said that lie carried it for the express purpose of murdering his wife if he found her with anyone  else.

The case for the prosecution having been concluded, Mr Read contended that the prisoner was justified in committing the act of which he was accused, owing to his wife's infidelity.

The Bench committed the prisoner for trial at the Central Criminal Court on the 16th Inst, bail being refused.
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THE SAXBY CASE.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ARGUS.

Sir,-I do not know that one is justified in taking account of the ravings of a disordored mind. Though the man Saxby accuses me of immorality some years ago, I had never heard of his existence till I read the account, of the recent tragedy in the press, and there is certainly no foundation for his statement.

The woman found herself enceinte, stated that she had been intimate with the groom , he acknowledged it, and married her. Shortly after their marriage they dropped out of my sight and knowledge. 

A man like Saxby, who will, as a matter of course, be shortly confined either to a mad house or gaol, connot be made responsible for his statement; and even if he were set free, what can be done to a man who, accord- ing to the press, has descended through drunkenness to the meanest condition in life.

It is a pity that such a letter found publica- tion, for though coming from such a source it could not fail to give annoyance, and per- haps inflicting a certain amount of injury upon the many persons referred to in it - 

Yours, &c., 

THE EMFLOYER OF THE WOMAN.

Sept 9


The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848-1954) Saturday 14 September 1878 

CENTRAL CRIMINAL COURT

The following is a list of prisoners now in the Melbourne Gaol awaiting trial at the sittings of the Central Criminal Court, which commence in the Supreme Court-house on Monday next :-

Jonathan Saxby, wounding, with intent to kill


The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848-1954) Friday 20 September 1878

The sittings of the Central Criminal Court for September were concluded yesterday. In the case against William Hurst, who at one time carried on business in Melbourne as a stock and station agent, and who was charged with forging a cheque for £10 in the name of R. C. Hopton, who was said to be a fictitious person, the jury returned a verdict of not guilty, and the accused was discharged. An old offender named William Marshall was found guilty of stealing money from Mr. Feehan's hotel, Elizabeth-street, and was sentenced to three years' hard labour. The trial of Jonathan Saxby, on a charge of attempting to murder his wife, was, at the request of Mr Walsh, the Crown prosecutor, postponed till next sessions, as the Crown desired to make inquiries as to the sanity of the prisoner.
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CENTRAL CRIMINAL COURT.

The following is a list of prisoners now in the Melbourne Gaol awaiting trial at the sittings of the Central Criminal Court, which commence in the Supreme Court-house tomorrow :-

Jonathan Saxby, wounding with intent to kill.
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CENTRAL CRIMINAL COURT.

(Before His Honour Mr. Justice Barry.)

OLD COURT-HOUSE - WEDNESDAY, OCT 16

Mr. C. A. Smyth prosecuted for the Crown.

WOUNDING WITH INTENT

Jonathan Saxby was charged with wound- ing his wife, Mary Robina Saxby, with intent to kill her. There was a second count, alleging the wounding to be with intent to do grievous bodily harm. 

Dr MADDEN appeared for the prisoner. 

It appeared that the prisoner and his wife had separated some mouths ago, and on the 18th Augst last she was staying at the house of a Mrs Noble, in Franklin street. On the afternoon of that day the prisoner called at the house to see his wife. A girl named Mary Mason was in the room at the time. Mrs. Saxby handed the prisoner a letter to read, when he said he had not got his glasses, and asked her to read it. As she was reading a knock came to the front door, and the girl Mason left the room. After Mason left the room the prisoner said, " You intend to leave me, do you?'' Mrs Saxby said, "Yes, I in- tend to look to myself. I have been in a state of poverty long enough." Prisoner re- plied, "You had better prepare, and say what you have got to say, for you have a very short time to say it in." He then rushed at her and caught her by the throat. She screamed, and then the prisoner closed the door on the girl Mason, who im- mediately ran away for assistance. The pri- soner pulled a knife out of his pocket, but Mrs Saxby got it out of his hand, and he then produced another knife and cut her on the neck with it. She cried out, 'Oh let me go, and I'll go home with you!" He said, Will you?'' He then left her, and sat down in a chair. She ran out of the room and called for assistance. He followed her and caught her round the neck with his arm, and attempted to stab her. A woman who was living in the house (a Mrs Blincoe) came to the place, when the prisoner fell on his knees and tried to cut his throat. Two men named Ferries and Kelly, who had been summoned by Mason, came on the scene, and took Mrs. Saxby away from her husband, and a con- stable arriving shortly afterwards, the prisoner and the prosecutrix were removed to the hospital, where their wounds were dressed. The prosecurtrix admitted that some years ago she liad been married to another man, but she had not heard of him for several years before her marriage with the prisoner.

Dr MADDEN contended that neither of the graver charges against the prisoner was made out, and that the utmost that he was guilty of was maliciously wounding.

The jury found the prisoner guilty on tlhe second count of wounding with intent to do grievious bodily harm, and he was remanded for sentence.

The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848-1954)   Thursday 17 October 1878 

The sittings of the Central Criminal Court for October were commenced yesterday before His Honour Mr Justice Barry. A young man named George Thos. Smith pleaded guilty to embezzling moneys belonging to the Trades'-hall Society, and was remanded for sentence. Charles Weston was found guilty of receiving a watch and chain stolen from one Robert Marshall, and was remanded for sentence. Jonathan Saxby was arraigned on a charge of wounding his wife, Mary Saxby, with intent to murder her, or with intent to do her grevious bodily harm. The prisoner had been separated from his wife for some weeks and on the 18th August last he went to the place where she was living, and apparently from jealousy, stabbed her and afterwards attempted to cut his own throat The prisoner's counsel (Dr Madden) con- tended that the evidence at the utmost merely pointed to tho misdemeanour of maliciously wounding; but the jury returned a verdict of guilty with intent to do grievous bodily harm. The prisoner was remanded for sentence.
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Jonathan Saxby, who was found guilty of wounding his wife with intent to do her grievous' bodily harm, was sentenced to four years' hard labour. 
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THE Friends of Mr. JONATHAN R. SAXBY (late schoolmaster, of Sandridge) are most respectfully invited to follow the remains of his late beloved wife to their last restlng-place, the Melbourne General Cemetery.

Tho funeral procession is appointed to move from his residence, Railway-place, Sandridge (opposite the Cosmopolitan Hotel), to-morrow (Thursday), the 30th inst, at a quarter to 2 o'clock punctually.

WILLIAM GEORGE APPS, undertaker, Fitzroy and Moor streets. Fitzroy.


